
How did Edison Really Feel About Talking to the Dead? 
 
 
     What did Thomas Alva Edison really feel about death and the afterlife?  What happens when modern-day 
paranormal crusaders such as Christopher Moon try to use famous names like Edison for a platform to gain 
credibility and notoriety? 
 
As most of us do, Thomas Edison said a lot of things.  Unlike most of us, however, he flip-flopped consistently on 
his beliefs.  Having the brain of an inventor means that you have to think outside the box as a way of life. It seemed 
that his mind was always in over-drive and he would sometimes have his mouth engaged while his mind was 
wandering. 
 
In his youth, Edison did not believe in God, the soul, or an afterlife. At that time Edison liked to call nature the 
“Supreme Intelligence,” indifferent and merciless toward humanity. Edward Marshall interviewed him for the New 
York Times (October 2, 1910). “There is no more reason to believe that any human brain will be immortal,” Edison 
declared, “than there is to think that one of my phonograph cylinders will be immortal… No, the brain is a piece of 
meat mechanism - nothing more than a wonderful meat mechanism.” 
 
Then, ten years later, Edison expressed just how much his views had changed in Scientific American, October 30, 
1920. 
 
    “If our personality survives, then it is strictly logical and scientific to assume that it retains memory, intellect, and 
other faculties and knowledge that we acquire on this earth. Therefore, if personality exists after what we call 
death, it’s reasonable to conclude that those who leave this earth would like to communicate with those they have 
left here.  …I am inclined to believe that our personality hereafter will be able to affect matter. If this reasoning be 
correct, then, if we can evolve an instrument so delicate as to be affected, or moved, or manipulated… by our 
personality as it survives in the next life, such an instrument, when made available, ought to record something. 
 
    Certain of the methods now in use are so crude, so childish, so unscientific, that it is amazing how so many 
rational human beings can take any stock in them. If we ever do succeed in establishing communication with 
personalities which have left this present life, it certainly won’t be through any of the childish contraptions which 
seem so silly to the scientist.” 
 
(At this point I must interject that the childish contraptions that are being used today, such as Chris Moon’s 
Telephone to the dead and Mark Macy’s Polaroid camera, seem very silly to the scientist in me…) Of course, the 
spiritual community (including Christians) now welcomed Edison into their fold.  What was a better endorsement for 
belief of the afterlife than a converted famous non-believer? Now the once hated Edison became a poster child. 
But, as they say, nothing lasts forever… especially Edison’s opinions. 
 
Later in his life, Edison conjectured that the human mind was composed of billions of infinitesimal particles that are 
responsible for intelligence and memory. He thought they came from outer space, bringing wisdom from other 
inhabited planets. After we die, they may disperse, or they may swarm like bees and enter other human skulls, he 
said. Edison liked to call his particles “little people.” Occasionally, they would get into conflict with one another. 
Here is an excerpt from his diary: 
 
    “They fight out their differences, and then the stronger group takes charge. If the minority is willing to be 
disciplined and to conform there is harmony. But minorities sometimes say: ‘To hell with this place; let’s get out of 
it.’ They refuse to do their appointed work in the man’s body, he sickens and dies, and the minority gets out, as 
does too, of course, the majority. They are all set free to seek new experience somewhere else.” 
 
I wonder why these later views aren’t as important to those trying to use Edison’s fame to bolster their own Edison 
was a genius, right? If he abandoned one opinion for another, it must have been because he was on to something, 
right? Right? Hello? 









 



 

 
 One of the common urban legends that has 
become a “fact” to most people in the world of 
paranormal research is that famous scientist 
(inventor of the lightbulb, phonograph, etc) 
Thomas Edison was working on some type of 
device that would allow communication with the 
dead. 
 
This legend was started by an interview with Mr. 
Edison that appeared in the October 30, 1920 
issue of Science magazine. He was quoted as 
saying “If our personality survives, then it is strictly 
logical and scientific to assume that it retains 
memory, intellect, and other faculties and 
knowledge that we acquire on this earth. 
Therefore, if personality exists after what we call 
death, it’s reasonable to conclude that those who 
leave this earth would like to communicate with 
those they have left here. . . . I am inclined to 
believe that our personality hereafter will be able 
to affect matter. If this reasoning be correct, then, 
if we can evolve an instrument so delicate as to 
be affected, or moved, or manipulated . . . by our 
personality as it survives in the next life, such an 
instrument, when made available, ought to record 
something……” 
 
This quote became the basis of the current claims 
of many different ways to have two way 
communications with the dead. However the most 

important fact behind this interview has been lost or ignored by those who are using it to add credibility to their 
otherwise nonsensical devices. 
 
Many people including the creator of the Frank’s Box (Frank Sumption) and Christopher Moon (The proponent of 
the Telephone to the Dead) both claim to have had conversations with Mr. Edison about the design and even 
upgrades to the devices that they use. 
 
Because of these claims there have been even more devices based off of these bad ideas. There are devices that 
create words using different techniques such as random radio signals, random number generators and even using 
a random word generator hooked up to an EMF meter to use the electro-magnetic fields to interfere with the 
creation of what is being claimed as communication from the dead. 
 
The curators of the Thomas Edison National Historic Site have stated: “This seems to be another tall tale that 
Edison pulled on a reporter. In 1920 Edison told the reporter, B.F. Forbes, that he was working on a machine that 
could make contact with the spirits of the dead. Newspapers all over the world picked up this story. After a few 
years, Edison admitted that he had made the whole thing up. Today at Edison National Historic Site, we take care 
of over five million pages of documents. None of them mention such an experiment.” They have told us at Rocky 
Mountain Paranormal that this is the most requested document that they do not have and has never existed. 
 
This story points out once again that people involved in paranormal research need to stop following the stories that 
have been told to them, actually do some research, and not rely on what other “researchers” have told others. 
Critical thinking is the most important tool that we as researchers have and we (you know who you are) need to 
start using it. 
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